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Rev. SIR, 


ER HAVE long and ardently wiſh- 
oft Li} ed for a Ei Opportunity of 
v writing to you, and, Dedicator- 
gn Renal like, telling you what I myſelf 
Ez and the reſt of the World think 
of you, But when I reflected up- 
on either the Profundity of your Erudition, or 
the Sublimity of your Modeſty, I deſpaired of 
producing any thing that I durſt approach you 
with, However at laſt, Sir, I have fortunate- 
ly met with a Piece that I may venture to 
pronounce truly worthy of you ; nay, I may 
be bold to ſay, that no Perſon in the World, 
but yourſelf, could be worthy of It. Both the 
Obſtacles, then, abovementioned are vaniſhed at 
once, For as your Learning cannot but approve 
of its own Production, ſo your Modeſty, 
Sir, will not be in the leaſt affected, I aſſure 
you, by what I ſhall fay to you upon this 
- Occaſion, 
As I am informed, Sir, by ſome who know 
you well, that you are a very great Friend to 
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Stories, I'll entertain you with a ſhort one 
relating to the Manner of this Performance 
coming under my Inſpection. I was unfor- 
tunately called off by a melancholy Occafion 
from attending you at St. Paul's, as I fully 
purpoſed, when you delivered the enſuing Ora- 
tion; but upon coming to Town laſt Week, 
I happened to fall into a pretty large Com- 
pany one Evening, where two or three more 
of our Brethren were preſent. A pert young 
Templer, who had thruſt himſelf in amongſt us, 
took occaſion to ſmoak the Parſins (as they 
term it) and tho' frequently febuked; could not 
be prevailed on to drop his Rallery, Upon this, 
an elderly Gentleman who ſat next him, laid 
down his Pipe, took our Spark by the Hand, 
and inſiſted upon leading him out of the Room; 
telling him, That it was ar. infufferable Breach 
of all the Rules, both of Decency and good 
Fellowſhip, to throw out Reflections upon a 
particular Body of Men, when any of the Mem- 
bers of ſuch a Body were preſent ; and that there- 
fore if he were to be treated according to his 
Demerit, he ſhould be-#/cked-out of the Room, 
inſtead of handed out of it. Dear Sir, cried 
the Templer, I have not ſaid one Word of thoſe 
Gentlemen of the Crape, but what a learned 
and dignified Branch of theit own Stock ſaid of 
them t6 their Faces before a Thouſand in 
Company. Here Sir, continued he, pray caſt 
your Eye upon theſe Pages of the Dean of 
Wincheſter's Sermon before the Convocation, 
and then judge if I had not ſufficient Autho- 
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rity for the Worſt 1 could utter. The elder- 
ly Gentleman having ne te with his Re- 
queſt, and peruſed the Paſſages he pointed out 
to him, returned the Voungſter his Pamphlet, 
defired him to fit down again, took his 
own Place and Pipe as before, and after a 
long Whiff, replied - - - Why the Dean of 
* Wincheſter knows beſt indeed, and fo I'll have 
* no more to do in the Matter, The Subject. 
was then changed ; however at parting, I re- 
queſted the young Gentleman to gratify the 
Curiofity I had of incontinently peruſing ſo 
remarkable a Performance, aſking him at the 
ſame Time, how a Production of the Sermon- 
kind - had happened to fall into his Hands, 
he ſeeming of too volatile a Caſt to give much 
Attention to things of that ſerious Nature. - - - 
Troth Sir, ſays he, I was told that it roaſted 
your whole Fraternity ſo confoundedly, that I 
could not reſiſt the Defire I had of ſeeing you 
laſh one another. 

No ſooner was I got Home, but I imme- 
diately commenced your Reader, Sir; fully 
ſatisfied in myſelf, that, however I might ap- 
prove of the Subject, or your Manner of 
treating it, I could not fail being entertained 
with the Diction, and that ſo renown'd a 
Critick, and ſo learned an Editor, muſt ſurely 
cloath his Offspring in an elegant Dreſs. But 
alas, how barbarouſly was I diſappointed ! 
when I found it trick'd out in a Merry- 
Andrew's Coat, of Shreds and Patches, in- 
judiciouſly collected from Lexicons and In- 


dexes, 
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Indexes, and moſt Abſurdly and Finically 
ſtitched together. I hurried on, Heaven knows, 
from Page to Page, and thought verily I muſt 
meet with ſomething by and by ; but, like 
Wittoll in the Play, I found nothing at laſt, 
but what was to my Loſs. Such quaint An- 
titheſis's, ſuch profound Anticlimaxes, ſuch 
falſe Caſes, ſuch miſapply'd Phraſes; in a Word, 
ſuch a Completion of every Rule in the Ba- 
thos, as could never come from the Editor of 
Longinus's Sublime, I muſt therefore beg 
Leave to preſume Sir, that you either gave this 
Diſcourſe in Engliſh to ſome Stripling at School, 
to do into Latin for you; or that ſome mo- 
deſt Critick at the Univerſity beſtowed that 
Edition of Longinus upon you to uſher into 
Publick for him. But as I am willing to take 
the favourable fide, I conclude the firſt to 
have been the Caſe. | 

I therefore, Sir, thought proper to give it 
the Publick in its native Garb, in doing of 


which I have kept as cloſe to my Original as 


poſſible, and endeavoured to preſerve both the 
Spirit and Letter of it. If it ſhould appear 
therefore to the Engliſh Reader to be bald, 
low, vapid, unintelligible Jargon, let him 
know that I am not Maſter of the Chymiſt's 
Elixir for the turning of Braſs into Gold. 

I ſhall not then trouble either you, Sir, 
or the Publick with a particular Criticiſm, 
on the innumerable Errors in the Latin, or 
rather No Latin; (for this would be enter- 


ing. 
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ing upon an Herculean Labour, and I am in 
no Hur mour at preſent for cleaning of Sta- 
bles ;) but ſhall without farther Preface make 
a few Remarks on ſome Paſſages in it, as it 
now appears in Engliſb. 
You begin, Sir, with ſaying, © that you was 
« long in Diſpute with yourſelf, what to 
< produce worthy of the Expectation of 
ce the Right Reverend Fathers, and the Re- 
« yerend Brethren preſent.” Now, Sir, you need 
not have been in the leaſt Pain about that, for 
I dare believe their Expectation was ſq very 
moderate, that it was mighty eaſily to be an- 
ſwer. Lou 50 on to ſay, that if you had 
te choſen to have taken your Matter from the 
« Nature and Buſineſs of the approaching 
ce Seffions of Convocation, many ſuitable 
« Heads of Diſcourſe would have occurred 
* to you.” But, dear Mr Dean, why did 
ou not chuſe it then? why, like the Heathen 
Witch of old, did you cry out, Video meli- 
ora proboque, deteriora ſequor, I know and 
> approve of better things, but chuſe to prac- 
tiſe the worſer? Why, inſtcad of explaining 
and enforcing the Synodical Duty to thoſe 
who were convened in Synod, did you chuſe 
to take an Opportunity of beſpattering and 
ſcandalizing their. whole Body ? for that not 
one of them eſcapes your Laſh in ſome Re- 
ſpect or other, I ſhall make appear by and by. 
Your Reaſon for not chuſing the Former, was, 
becauſe it was to be a Byineſs of a very ſhort 
B Duration. 
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Duration. A decent Sneer enough upon the 
Convocatian's not being permitted to ſit, and 
very proper certainly to be thrown out upon * 
Aſſembly you was ſpeaking to! 

I ſhall take Notice of but one Paſſage in 
the firſt Part of your Diſcourſe, the reſt being 
innocent enough, except in its Barbarity to 
the Latin Tongue. Speaking of Timothy 
and Titus having received from St. Paul 
the Power of Impoſition of Hands, Excom- 
munication, Inſpection into the Conduẽt of the 
inferior Clergy, and of aſſigning them A at 
ments according to their reſpective N 
conclude with aſking, © what was wanting 
*« to any who held ſuch Rights, of the ani 
* Authority which Biſhops exerciſe over their 
“ Clergy ?” perhaps ſo: but other Rights were 
wanting to them, which our learned Bench en- 
joy at preſent ; and, I fancy, eſteem the moſt 
valuable belonging to their Order: Namely, 
the Right of Vo Ix o, and the Right of 2 
ing TRANSLATE DPD. 

In the ſecond Part of your Diſcourſe, you 
make grievous Complaint, Sir, © that it is the 
'« Cuſtom of too many of the preſent Clergy 
to dwell conſtantly upon moral Subjects in 
their Sermons, and to talk of nothing in the 
- « Pulpit but Benevolence, Juſtice, Gratitude, 
*« Temperance, and ſuch kind of Stuff; draw- 
6 ing chi Doctrines from the Greek and La- 
% tin Philoſophers more than from the Holy 
as W and uſing ſuch EE and 
cc xpe- . 
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« Expreſſions, as would make People think 
« they were hearing a Cry/fippus, or a Panetius 
% only.” For ſhame! for ſhame! Mr. Dean. 
What! condemn your Brethren for preaching 


up Virtue and Morality ? What! caſt a male- 
volent and profane Aſperſion upon the Holy 


Scriptures, as if thoſe facred Writings did not 
ſupply them with ſuch Topicks, but they muſt 
go to the Heathen Philoſophers for em] What 


a Sword is here put into the Hands of our 


Infidel Oppoſers! Nay, what Infidel from 
Julian the Apoſtate's Time down to Tindal. 
and Woolſton, was ever ſhameleſs enough to 
broach ſuch an Inſinuation ? | 

Well, but let us ſce what the Subjects are 


which Mr. Dean thinks the moſt proper for 


his Brethren of the Clergy to dwell upon ; 
Why, the Myſteries and peculiar Doctrines 
<« of the Chriſtian Faith, ſuch as, thoſe of the 
Trinity, the Incarnation, the miraculous 
« Union of two diſtin& Natures in Chriſt, of 
ͤJuſtification, of the Satisfaction made to God 
for us by the Blood of Chriſt, &c. Cc. If you 
* hear a Man, you fay, preaching up theſe and 
* ſach like Doctrines as theſe, which princi- 
% pally diſtinguiſh the Chriſtian Paſtor from 
«© one whoſe ſole Rule of Life is Reafon, you 
* readily acknowledge him to be a true Ex- 
< pounder of the Goſpel, Thefe are the 
e Things, you fay, which ought moſt fre- 
* quently to be poured into the Ears, of rather 
«© unprinted on the Minds of our Audiences, 
n B 2 You 
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You are ſurely the Firſt, Mr. Dean, who 
ever blamed the Clergy for not inſiſting enough 


upon Topicks of that Nature; daily and hour- 


ly are they blamed by others for buſying them- 
— too much in that Reſpect: For why? A 


Preacher is not always to be ſuppoſed ſpeaking 


to Infidels and Hereticks; a Chriſtian Con- 


gregation is, for the generality, well ground- 
ed in the Chriſtian Faith, as you yourſelf ac- 


knowledge in the preceding Page, where you 


ſay, © That our Auditors, from their Infancy, 


<< have given their Aſſent to all the Credenda 
contained in the Scriptures,” But can we 


fay, that from their Infancy they have praCtiſed 
all the moral Duties injoined. therein? By 


too ſad Experience, alas! we muſt know the 
contrary, What then ought moſt frequent- 
4, Mr. Dean, to be imprinted on their Minds, 
Thoſe Things which are Matters of Faith, and 


are already believed by them, or thoſe Things 
which relate to Practice, and are but too ſeldom 
conſidered by them? I will venture to fay, 
in your own elegant Phraſe, that it appears 
far more profitable never to be ſilent, with re- 
gard to what is fo viciouſly neglected, than ne- 
ver to diſcourſe upon what is ſo well known, 


I'l give you the Judgment, Sir, of two _ 


learnedArchbiſhops in this Caſe. The great and 


good -Tillotfon, whom you yourſelf have cano- 


niz d in this very Diſcourſe, obſerving that 
** the two great Cauſes of the Ruin of Men 


were Infidelity and want of Conſideration, 


lays 
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| ſays, © that thoſe who diſbelieve the Principles 
« of Religion, are but a very ſmall Part of 
„„ Mankind, in Compariſon of thoſe who pe- 
c riſh for want of attending to the Conſe- 
\ « quences of thoſe Principles, and confider- 
ing the notorious Inconſiſtency of their 
* « [jves with their Belief.” If the Archbiſhop 
* be in the right, are the greater Part or the 
very ſmall Part of Mankind to be the moſt 
frequently preach'd to, pray, Mr. Dean? 
2- The preſent Archbiſhop of Dublin, in his 
* Diſcourſe upon Moderation, ſays, That, 
„ thoſe Things which are not plain, in the 
Holy Scriptures, are not neceſſary; that, 
„ thoſe Things which we cannot compre- 
hend are no farther neceſſary than is reveal'd, 
sand that when Men go about to explain them, 
2 © they go about a Work they know not. 
> Tf ſo, is it more commendable, Mr, Dean, 
2 in the Clergy to dwell moſt upon thoſe Things 
which they have the leaſt Call to? If I might 
be allow d to appear in ſuch great Company, I 
2 would venture to — to you, Sir, with regard 
to preaching, ſomething to the ſame Purpoſe 
with what our Saviour ſaid to the Phariſees 
with regard to their great Exactneſs in paying 
* Tyte of Mint and Anniſe and Cummin, «whilſt 
# they omitted the weightier Matters of the Law, 
Judgment and Mercy; That thoſe weightier 
23 Matters of the Goſpel, its divine Morals, ought 
2 moſt frequently to be inculcated by its Prieſts ; 
and the other Particulars, like thoſe of Anniſe 
and Cummin, not to be left unhandled. 


In 
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* of your 


rethren, for making too liberal 


©* Conceſſions toInfidels, and, in order to allure * 


* them oyer to Chriſtianity, - giving up, in a 
«* great meaſure, Chriſtianity el? and put- 
on ting a falſe Face upon it; for why, you 


* aſk, do you hear many amongſt them al- 
« lowing the Poſſibility of Hell Torments not 


being eternal, and other things of the like 


* Nature?” Out of thy own Mouth will an- 
{wer thee. Juſt, before in the very ſame Page, 
you aſk, © what was the Reaſon that St. Paul | 
« infiſted ſo much upon Juſtification by Faith, 
« but St. 2 as much upon Juſtification | 

: Why truly, that they. endea- 
*« vour'd, you ſay, to accommodate their Diſ- * 
* courſes for the Benefit of thoſe to whom 
* they were deliver d. If you will allo“ 
then, Mr. Dean, that theie two great Apoſtles, 
whom you affirm to have been both of the * 
ſame Opinion, might very prudently and juſt- 


** by Wor 


ly enforce ſuch - different, if not contrary 


ines, with regard to ſo fundamental a 
Point, only to- render their Diſcourſes more 
ſuitable to thoſe they were deliver'd to, why 
will you not allow the preſent Clergy to make 
ſome ſmall Conceſſions to the Unbelievers a- 
mongſt us, in order to reclaim them from 


+ their fatal Errors? For I think it is only com- 


mon Charity as well as Reaſon to conclude, 
that whenever they do make Conceflions of 
that Nature, they do it with that good End 

| m 


35 you are again upon. the Backs 
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in view. But Charity and Reaſon are Things 
which you have nothing to do with, it 
2} ſeems; nay, which you profeſs yourſelf an 
utter Enemy to throughout this Diſcourſe. 
Now, I fay, that by ſuch a moderate and. 
complying Conduct, not bearing upon the 
| Edges, but ſteering in the Middle, we ſhall 
either reform the Adverſary, or not: If we 
do, we obtain a conſiderable Victory, towards 
Which it was worth while giving up a little; 
and if the contrary be the Cafe, we are but 
where we were; having no Reaſon to fear, as 
: you cautiouſly apprehend, that they will be 
able to turn this Conduct of ours to our Diſ- 
advantage. But, Mr. Dean, as you poſitive- 
ly affirm, in this Place, that Theſe are not the 
proper Methods to be taken for the reclaiming 
of Infidels; why was not you ſo good as to in- 
form us which were? As I conceive you deem 
it a Thing which _ to be attempted, tis 
a pity, methinks, when you ſet up for ſuch 
a2 Dictator to the Brethren, but you had given 
them a little Infight how to bike in fo ar- 
duous and nice a Part of their Duty! but you 
proceed, Sir, to a Topick you like better, 
. which is that of Defamation, | 
The next Crime, then, which you accuſe 
= Brethren of, is Non-Reſidence. This is 
a Practice I allow to be very culpable in man 
of us, but what think eds of the Found 
whence it proceeds? Who are "Thoſe who ſet 
a too high Example for ſuah Male-Condud ? 
Has a large Biſhoprick, or a petty Village, the 
moſt 
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moſt Right to complain of a Grievance of this 
Nature? O Mr. Dean, Mr. Dean ! This was 
a Particular, which notwithſtanding your 
boaſted Freedom of Speech, you choſe to be 
filent upon. | 
But myo examine a little what you ſay 
with Regard to this Charge of Non-Reſidence. 
Why, after expatiating upon it moſt patheti- 
cally, and uttering a moſt doleful Exclama- 
tion upon the Occaſion, you are pleaſed to 
affirm, that if we were to take a View of the 
Roman Catholick Clergy in this A we 
<< ſhould conclude Them to be the Reformed at 
<<: preſent, and that our Reformation was ſtill to 
come.“ A bleſſed Compliment truly to the 
whole Body of the Engliſb Clergy, and for 
which, had the Convocation fat as formerly, 
it would no doubt have voted you an Addreſs 
of Thanks! In the mean time you have the 
thanks, I aſſure you Mr Dean, of all the Po- 
piſh Prieſts throughout the Kingdom. 
Under the ſecond Subdiviſion of the third 
Part of your Diſcourſe you are greatly againſt 
the Clergy's appearing at ; Hoes; 7 Diverſions, 
or indulging in Pleaſures of any Kind, though 
never ſo innocent, which are not entirely ſuit- 
able to the Gravity of their Function. Vou 
then deſcend to Particulars, and diſſuade them 
from frequenting Horſe-Races, Play-Houſes, 
<* Muſick Meetings, Taverns, :&c. Pretty In- 
ſtructions truly to be given from a Pulpit to 
the Right Reverend the Archbiſhop, the Bi- 
5-50 nnd We obs ns 
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ſhops, and the other principal Clergy, aſſem- 
bpled upon fo ſolemn an Occaſion. But the 
ghoſtly Advice you give them in this Reſpect 
is the moſt admirable of all admirable Things. 
Let it ſtand forth then, and ſpeak for itſelf; 
« If my Brethren, ſay you, would hearken 
to me, they ſhould ſo manage Matters, that 
« if they muſt take a Diverſion, or indulge 
„ in a lawful Pleaſure now and then, it 
&« ſhould appear to be accidental, and not as 
« if they had ſought after it, or voluntarily 
«© embraced it.” | 

What Phariſee ever taught or practiſed ſuch 
a groſs piece of Hypocriſy ! What Popiſh 
Prieſt ever countenanced ſuch a monſtrous 
Prevarication? 

So, Mr Dean, if I had a Mind to take a 
Glaſs with ſome Friends at a Tavern, I ought 
to intruſt one of them with the Secreet, and 
get him to place himſelf at the Tavern Door, 
that, whilſt I am in Appearance accidentally 
paſſing by that Way, he may ſeize upon me, 
and compel me to come in ; or if my Incli- 
nations led me to partake of the Diverſions of 
a Horſe-Race, I ſhould before-hand engage 
myſelf to dine with an Acquaintance at that 
Time, who. happened to live upon the Fron- 
tiers of the Courſe, and who I was convinced 
would neither be 'abſent himſelf, or permit 
me to be ſo. Or, what would be ſtill better, 
ſuppoſe I had a Houſe at the farther End of 
Hampſtead Heath, why if I ſhould be caſu- 

C ally 
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ally laid hold of in my Paſſage home over that 
Place, at the Time of the Celebration of 
Hainpftead Races, I might have a very juſt 


9 * . 


Excuſe for 8 there, under Pretence 
of having been diſcharging my Morning Duty 


Ihe next, Crime in your black Liſt, for 
which you inveigh againſt the preſent Clergy 
of England, is their engaging in Civil Matters, 
and meddling too fo, with Affairs of State. 
« When you refle&, you ſay in Page 42, 
« upon the Importance of our Duty, as ſet 
forth in Holy Writ, and in how ſolemn 
* a Manner we all Promiſe at our Ordination 
* to lay aſide the Study of the World, you 
„have no Patience with thoſe who ſuffer 
* themſelves to be call'd off from their facred 
Employment by Matters foreign thereunto; 
« and you wiſh that in great Pariſhes it were 
made lawful for the Clergy to eſteem every 
e thing foreign to them which had not ſome 
Connection with the Cure of Souls. | 


All this, Mr Dean, is extreamly good, and 
1 heastily wiſh the ſame in this Reſpe& that 
you do; but, dear Sir, give me leave to aſk 
you what Connection the Modelling and Ma- 
naging of a Select Veſtry, the interfering in 
Covent Garden Elections, the prohibiting the 


Pariſh Bells being rung upon a public Rejoic- 


ing for the glorious Atchievements of Pa- 
riot Admiral; what Connection, I ſay, Dr. 
Pearce, have theſe Things, and others like to 
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theſe, with the Cure of Souls? And yet, Sir, 
taeſe Particulars have been practiſed very late- 
ly,if I am not mifinformed, 08. certain Friend 
of your's, who has. a large Pariſh under 
his Care, and that, too, not without your 
Countenance. O but you allow, you'll ſay, 
that there may be ſometimes an Excuſe 
for this. True ; but then you obſerve at the 
ſame Time, that very 2 5 ſuch a one is 
made for it, as good Men can approve of. 
I am ſure, Mr Dean, no Man good or bad 
either could or did approve of the Practices I 
have been noting, nor was there a Poſſibility 
of any Excuſe being made for them at all. 
In the next Page (43) you ſeverely rebuke 

thoſe of the Clergy who “ neglecting their 
f'© own proper and more excellent Studies, en- 
% gage in any other Art or Science for, the 
e Sake of Lucre, or for gaining the Fayour 
of the Powerful and Wealthy,” | Dear 
Doctor, have you quite loſt all Memory? or do 
you. here, which I ſhould much mote marvel 
at, take Shame to yourſelf? Is it not well 
known, that you yourſelf reſe by engaging 
in ſuch Arts? The Reverend Mr. Zachary 
Pearce would ſcarce ever have been Mr, 
Dran, I fancy, had he not applied him- 
ſelf to other Studies than that of Divinity, 
Have not you, Sir, been a profeſſed Editor of 
profane Authors ſince you made that ſolemn 
' Promiſe you mention at your Ordination, of 
laying aſide the Study of the Wort? Did not 
5 C 2 you 
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you employ yourſelf that way too in order 
to gain the Favour of the Powerful and 
Wealthy ? Whence elſe that extraordinary 
Dedication, replete with the moſt groſs and 
fulſome Adulation, which we find prefixed to 
your Edition of Longinus ? Beſides, Mr. Dean, 
you may be pleaſed to remember, that, but a 
few Years are paſt ſince you employed a great 
deal of Pains, and many of thoſe precious 
Hours which ought to have been dedicated to 
the proper Buſineſs of your ſacred Function, in 
publiſhing a moſt curious Criticiſm on Mil- 
ton's Poem of Paradiſe loſt, and animadverting 
npon one put forth at that Time by another 
learned Doctor of Divinity. After all this, 
with what Face, Mr. Dean, could you poſſibly 
either 8 or print what you have here faid 
upon this Subject? | Z 
In Page 47 you ſay, that if any one 
« ſhould think it was not altogether neceſſary 
* that ſuch Things ſhould be ſaid of the Cler- 
* gy, let him look round and fee how many are 
c ſet over both Town and Country Pariſhes, 
* who are infected with the Vices of the Age; 
and then, rifing in Zeal, you charge home 
upon your Bore: and brand many of them 
as guilty of the moſt flagrant Crimes. Let us 
ſee a Catalogue of them ? Why, Ambition, 
Voluptuouſneſs, Avarice, Wrath, Envy, Diſ- 
cord, Hatred, Simony, and the want of even 


the very Appearance of Sanctity. 


DEDICATION. 2 
In the next Page you fay, That there are 
cc ſome amongſt us, who are ſuch Slaves to 
« Luſt and Pleaſure; that they are never named 
* « by any one, but in order for ſome remark, 
able Inſtance of Vice being produced in 
them.“ And you are pleaſed to "affirm, 
% That the preſent Growth of Infidelity: is in 
« great Niealure occaſioned by the Immorali- 
« ty of the Clergy, and that thoſe who bear 
« Arms againſt us, have hitherto proved in- 
e vincible through our Vices, and not through 
the Strength of their own Arguments. 
* Theſe are the Things, you tell us, that you 
« had to ſay upon that Occaſion.” Pretty Things 
they are indeed, Mr. Dean, and very prettily 
and modeſtly ſaid, and wonderfully ſuitable 
were they, both to the Occaſion and to the Per- 
ſons you were ſpeaking to | 
T was extreamly judicious in you as well as 
kind, to ſtigmatize your Brethren ſo very frank- 
ly, and to tell them their own in ſo public 
a Manner too. Tho' the Reaſon you give 
for doing it is a _ extraordinary one; why, 
becauſe the Archbiſhop was preſent, © who was 
* an Inſtance of its not being impoſſible in 
* the moſt iniquitous Times for a Man to 
s riſe to the higheſt Dignity in the Church, 
*© who had never been in one Particular want- 
ing to his Duty.” That this may be truly ſaid 
of his GRACE I will readily allow, Mr. 
Dean; and will farther venture to affirm, 
from the Knowledge of his GRACE ſingu- 


lar 
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lar Modeſty and Candour, that he could take 
no Pleafure in either having this Truth ſaid to 
his Face, or in having it ſaid at all at other 
| Men's Expence. a 8 

In che next Paragraph, Mr. Dean, you mo- 
deftly place yourſelf in the Metropolitan Chair, 
and magiſterially dictate to the Biſhops them- 


ſelves, telling them what People expected from 


them, and generouſly giving thera Advice in 
what manner to diſcharge their Duty. A 
modeſt Undertaking enough, and as modeſtly 
executed | But why that Sneer in this Place, 
where you call the engaging in civil Affairs 
the Peſt of all Diſcipline? _ | 

My good Lords the Biſhops, as you well 
know, Sir, are called thereunto, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, from the very Nature of our compound 
Conſtitution; and therefore when you were ex- 
preſsly addreſſing yourſelf to thoſe Right Reve- 
rend Perſonages, you ought ſurely to have been 
a little more tender in your Invectives againſt 
it. But where People have a ſtrong Propenſity 
to Sneering, and fancy they have a happy 
Talent at it toe, they ſeldom can deny them- 
ſelves the Gratification which any Opportunity 
ſeems to offer for indulging in it, however re- 
pugnant it may be to all good Breeding and 
Decorum. | 

The laſt Particular which I ſhall take No- 
tice of, Sir, with regard to this extraordinary 


Diſcourſe, is the Authority under which it ap- 
pears in publick. __ 6 
| This 
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This has been the Cauſe of much Aſtoniſh- 
ment to many of our Brethren who have the 
higheſt Veneration for that wiſe, learned, 
and moſt excellent METROPOLITAN, by 
whoſe Command you tell us it was publiſh- 
ed; but in my Opinion this Particular may 
very readily be accounted for. His Grace of 


Canterbury is univerſally known to be one of 


the greateſt Maſters in the Latin Tongue, 


which any Age fince that of McENAS has 


produced; and as this Oration of yours is writ- 
ten in ſuch Latin as no Age but that of WR 
ever afforded a Specimen of, no Wonder if 
his GRACE did not, upon a ſingle Hearing, 
apprehend the pernicious Purport of it, or that, 
truſting Mr. Dean had not deviated ſo widely 
from the Path of Right, he commanded, ac» 
cording to Cuſtom, that the ſame ſhould be 
printed. en e 

I ſhall beg leave, Mr. Dean, to make uſe of 
your own Words in concluding this my Epiſtle 
Dedicatory, by © praying and beſeeching you, 
gentle Sir, to take that in good Part which I 
* have ſaid with a benevolent Intention, altho' 
« with ſome what more Freedom of Speech. 

I am, Mr. Dean, with all due Reſpect, 


Your moſt obedient 
humble Servant 
S. Cc. Ge, 
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TRANSLATION 
| OF A 


LATIN SERMON 


Preached before the Co vOATTON, 
December 2, 1741. 


By Zachary Pearce, S. T. P. Dean of Wincheſter. 
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Ch, Acts xx. 28. 

Take heed therefore unto yourſelves, and to 
all the Flock over which the Holy Ghoft 
has made you Overſeers, to feed the Church 
of God. 
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{If 1 had choſen to have drawn my Suhject 
Matter from the Grounds and Reaſons of this 
approaching Convocation's . being inſtituted, 
meny Heads of.Diſcourſe would.have occurred 
to me very ſuitable to Perſons meeting to- 
gether in order for things of a ſerious and fa- 
cred Nature being ſubmitted to their Conſi- 
deration : But as we are alt ſeverally engaged 
in a more laſting and peculiar Duty; ſome 
as Governors, and others as Miniſters in the 
Church of Chriſt; it ſeemed more eligible to 
me at preſent. to: ſpeak of. the Things moſt 
ſuitable to that our Duty which it is in- 
oumbent on us to practiſe in every part of 
Life, than cf*fuch as relate to that Duty, 
required of us only in Convocation, and which 
is to be a Buſineſs of a very ſhort Continu- 
ance, For We Who are this Day here con- 
vened, agreeable to the ancient Cuſtom of the 
Church, having long ago been made Over- 
ſeers in facred Concerns, were not ordained 
ſor the Buſineſs of one or other particular 
Term of Time; nor ought we (like travel- 
ing Strangers) .to look on whatever occurs 
with a Mind void of Curioſity 3 but we are 
fuch as have engaged and promiſed (leſt we 
might have been led to imagine ourſelves not 
under a ſtrict Obligation thereunto for ever) 
diligently to apply to this our Function to 
the laſt Period of Life ; from the Accompliſh- 
ment of which we are fo far from being re- 
ſtrained by either Law or Authority; that we 
5 N are 
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are inſtigated to the Diſcharge of it in the 
ſtricteſt Manner, by ſeveral Laws exhorting to 
and enjoining the fame. | 
My preſent Buſineſs, then, is from thee 
Words of St. Paul to the Ephefian Preſby- 
ters, to diſcourſe of the Sacerdotal Office 
and to animadvert upon thoſe Vices in * 
amongſt us which are repugnant to them. 
The whole of the following Diſcourſe ſhall 
be divided into three Parts; the firſt of which 
ſhall mark out to you, who and what fort 
of Perſons thoſe are of whom. the Apoſtle is 
in this Place ſpeaking ; namely, that they are 
thoſe whom the Holy Gbeſt had made Over- 
feers. 3 | | 
The ſecond Part ſhall exhibit the End to 
which their whole Office is to be directed--to 
feed the Church of God. | 5 
i And the third ſhall point out the Way which 
it is neceſſary for ſuch ſacred Paſtors to walk 
in fos the Attainment of that End; namely, 


by taking heed to themſelves and to all their 
Flock. he + | 
} Theſe, it may be perhaps ſaid, are vulgar To- 
> picks, already often enough heard, and ſuffi- 

ciently underſtood by every one. I acknow- 
ledge it ; but as they are proper at all times, 
they are highly neceſſary in theſe, when many 
flip and fail ſo in this ſacred Courſe of Life, 
that it appears far more profitable + never to 


I De Rebus tam male neglectis nunquam eſſe f/endum, quam 
de tam probe cognitis nunquam dicendum. A beautiful Anti- 


3 beſts truly ! 


D 2 


be filent with 
neglefted, than never to. diſcourſe upon what 
is ſo well known. | 14 


. | 
regard to what is ſo vitiouſly 


Firſt then, I am to ſhew, who, and what 


fort of Perſons thoſe are of whoin the Apoſtle 
makes mention : They are thoſe whom the 
Holy Ghoft had made, Epiſcopos, Overſeers 


over the Chriſtian Flock. But who are theſe 
Epi ſcopi, Biſhops, or Overſeers as our Engliſh 


Tranſlation has it? No other, as is very appa- 


rent, than Preſbyters. For in the ſeventeenth 


Verſe of this Chapter, St. Paul is ſaid, when 


he was at Miletus, to have ſent for the Preſ- 
byters, Preſbyteros, or, as our Tranſlation has 
it, the Elders of the Church of Epheſus, and 
to have made this long Diſcourſe to them : 
The fame Perſons therefore whom he in the 
Text ſtiles Epiſcopos, Biſhops or Overſeers, 


the ſacred Hiſtorian St. Luke calls Preſbyteros, © 


Preſbyters, or Elders. We have likewiſe St. 
Paul's own Opinion in this Caſe ; who when 
in the 5th Verſe of the firſt Chapter of his 
Epiſtle to Titus he had ſaid, For this Cauſe 
left I thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldſt ordain 
Preſbyteros, Preſbyters or Elders in every | 
City; and had told him what Sort of Per- 
ſons, and of what Morals they ought to be, he 
adds, ſpeaking of the ſame Set of Men, 
rtet enim Epi ſcopum omni culþd carere. | 
A Biſhop. muſt be blameleſs. | 


But J will make uſe of another Evidence in | 
the ſame Cauſe, that it may be manifeſt to ' 
24 every ; 


[ 29 ] 

ny one, that not only St. Paul, but others 
of the Apoſtles were wont to make uſe of the- 
ſame Form of Expreſſion ; for when St. Pe- 
ter was writing fo the Strangers that were 


2 ſcattered throughout Pontus, &c. and was ex- 
> horting the Preſbyteros, Preſbyters or Elders 
YZ amongſt them, to feed the Flock of God, he 


ſubjoins theſe Words, Epi ſcopamtes non ex ne- 
ceſſitate, ſed ex voluntate. Epiſcopiſing, or 
taking the Overfight thereof, not by Conſtraint. 
but willingly. Hence it plainly appears, that 
even this Apoſtle too looked upon thoſe. 
Preſbyteros as the ſame with Biſhops, to whom 
he recommended the Epiſcopacy of the Chri- 
ſtian Flock. WS. 65 

Is there nothing then in the ſacred Writings 
concerning that /uperior Order of Men which 
every ſucceeding Age has given the Name of 
Epiſcopal to? Nothing of Their Appointment, 
to whom it ſhonld be cuſtomary to commit 
the Care not of the Flock only, but of the 


Preſbyters likewiſe that inſtruct the Flock? 


Truly to' me it appears far otherwiſe ; for tho' 
what I have faid above ſeems to be nothing 
more than Truth, yet I won't allow that the 
whole Truth is contained therein, For why? 


Suppoſe that that higher Degree of Prelates 


cannot be found in the New Covenant under 
the Denomination of Biſhops, yet if the Thing 
itſelf be found there, if the Order may-from 
thence be diſcovered, it is ſufficient to the 
Queſtion in Hand. That this ſhould be mw 


c 
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fhould ordain Elders, or Preſbyters, in every 


L 3a 
ed from the Word Epiſcopus, or Biſhop, ought 
not to be demanded ; for it is the Buſineſs of a 
mean Genius to diſpute. about Words, and 
of a wicked one to raiſe Diſſenſions in the 
Church from ſuch trifling Conteſts, 


That is more truly ſaid, and more to the 


Purpoſe, that St. Paul, as I obſerved before, 
had in his Epiſtle to Titus affirmed, that for 
this Cauſe he had left him in Crete, that be 


City. In like manner the fame Apoſtle, in 
his Epiſtle to Timothy, admoniſhed his beloy- 
ed Diſciple to lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, 
Now it is manifeſt enough, that there were 
more Ephefian Elders, or Preſbyters, at that 
Time; why then ſhould St. Paul give this 
Injunction to Timothy only, if he had not rai- 
ſed him to a different and higher Rank than 
what was granted to the reſt of the Preſbyters ? 

We read likewiſe, that both to him, and 
Titus, a Power was given of excluding evil 
Perſons from the Communion of the Church; 
of inſpecting into the Morals of the Preſby- 
ters, of taking Cogniſance of thoſe againſt 
whom Accuſations were brought ; and laſtly, 
of taking Care that a Proviſion ſhould: be ap- 
Pointed every one in Proportion to their Me- 
rit, To any one then in Poſſeſſion of rheſe 
various Powers, what was wanting pray of 
the Authority which Biſhops have at pre- 
ſent over their Clergy? Nor is it a ſlight Ar- 
gument to me, that St, Paul never gave any 
P. expreſs 
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exptefs Directions concerning what kind of 


Perſons ſhould be elected Preſpytets, ot what 
ann enn nen. 


but in thoſe Epiſtles alone which he wrote 
to Timothy and Titus. Now theſe Directions 
were as neceſſary in all other Churches as in 
thoſe of Epbeſus and Crete; tis therefore rea- 
ſonable to believe that they were particular 
iven to theſe two Perfons, on account of 

having ſo great an Authority over the reſt of 
the Preſpytets, as enabled them ſufficiently to 
provide, that nothing ſhould be neglected 
vrhich concerned the Diſcipline of the Church. 
Leet us then make an unprejudiced Uſe of 
our judgments in this Caſe, and acknow- 
ledge that Timothy and Titus were by St. Paul, 
and other Perſons by pls Apoſtles, honour- 
ed with that Rank which is now called Epiſ- 
copal, and that agreeable thereunto, the Or- 
der of Prelates was in the ſucceeding Times 
juſtly introduced into the reſt of the Provinces, 
who almoſt ever fince the Apoſtle's Times 


have had the Name of Biſhops [ Epiſcoporum] 


approptiated to themſelves, which before the 
full Eſtabliſhment of the Chriftian Republick 
was given to the Clergy or Preſbyters in ge- 
nefal. - * | | 

But it is time now that I ſhould proceed 
to ſpeak of the ſecond thing propoſed, name- 


ly, the End to which all the Offices of a 


hriſtian Prieft ſhould be directed, namely, 
to feed the Church of God. 3 
Now 


1 32] | 
- , Now this End is accompliſhed, if our Flocks | 
ere thoroughly inſtructed in all the Principles of 
the Chriſtian Religion; if thoſe things particn- | 
larly which may be the moſt uſeful and expedi- | 
ent are not only delivered to them, but ſtrongly | 
inculcated likewiſe; and laſtly, if we labour to 
ſee them ſo eſtabliſh'd in Life and Manners, as 
that nothin r SPPSgs in them miſbecom- 
ing thoſe who profeſs the Name of Cbriſt. 
1. It is our Duty therefore in the firſt | 
Place, to take care that thoſe over whom we | 
are appointed Teachers be ſufficiently inſtruct- 
ed in every 1 of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. I muſt confeſs that the Apoſtles ſome- | 
times made a kind of Diſtinction of Doc- 
tines 3 * is ſaid of Foundations, | 
and a building up, of Beginnings, and Perfec- 
tion, of Mak 2 the x . in Chrif, — 8 
more ſolid Food provided for the ſtronger. | 
Nor was this Diſtinction of Doctrines with- 
out its proper Uſe at that Time, for the firſt | 
[Chriſtians bad but been lately brought over 
from the Errors either of the Jews or Gentiles ; | 
they were therefore to be untaught many | 
Things, and many Seeds of Superſtition were | 
to be rooted out, which long Habit and Cuſ- 
tom had ſtrongly implanted in them. The 
Minds of ſuch Perſons would have been apt, like 
Veſſels of a narrow Mouth, to have thrown 
back whatever ſhould have been poured into 
them in too great a Quantity, when yet they 
might at length be filled with a true ee 
Fm | | by 
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by the Doctrines of the Chriſtian Faith being 
inſtilled into them by Degrees, the more caſy 
firſt, then the more difficult, and fo on. 

But We are not at Liberty to procerd in this 
Manner, ſeeing we have a quite different Set 
of Perſons to deal with: Our Auditors from 
their very Infancy have entirely dedicated 
themſelves to Chriſt, and have, without the 
leaſt Repugnancy thought that they were to 
believe every thing contained in the ſacred 
Writings : To ſuch as theſe, therefore another 
Manner of Inſtruction is proper : To theſe 
all the Counſel of God is to be declared, 
as St. Paul ſays he had done ta the Epheſian 
Preſbyters, who were more perfect Men. 

Let us ſee then if we ſufficiently diſcharge 
c || our Duty by preaching up Benevolence, Ju- 
j ſtice, Temperance, Gratitude, and the like, 
in ſuch a Manner, as if theſe were the only 
Subjects we had for our Diſcourſes. It is the 
Practice of ſome Perſons to dwell continually 
upon theſe Things, who draw their Doctrines 
more from the Greek and Roman Philoſophers 
1 than from the Scriptures; and who furniſh 
c || out their Sermons in ſuch a Manner, and with 
4 ſuch Arguments, that you would imagine you 


- * 


ai were hearing a Cryſippus or Panetius only. It 
is the Buſineſs indeed of a Chriſtian Interpre- 
A ter not to negle& ſuch Particulars as theſe, on 


all of which Religion lays a great ſtreſs; but 
: thoſe Things which relate to Faith ought moſt 
- frequently to be infuſed into the Ears, ar ra- 
3 E ther 
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ther imprinted on the Minds of the Audience; 
as, that Immortality was brought to light thro' 
the Goſpel, and that this proceeded from the 
Benevolence of the divine Being; that we are 
to be juſtified by Faith in Chriſt, productive 
of — Works; that Chriſt made Satisfaction 
to a provoked Deity for us with his own 
Blood ; that this Sacrifice may avail all Per- 
ſons in all Nations; and that the heavenly 
Grace promiſed to Chriſtians, is like precious 
Furniture in the Houſe of the Faithful. To 
theſe Doctrines ought to be added thoſe ſacred 
Myſteries of the Trinity, Incarnation, and the 
miraculous Conjunction of two Natures in 
Chriſt, When I hear any one preaching theſe, 
and ſuch like Doctrines which greatly diſtin- 
guiſh the Chriſtian Paſtor from the Man, 
whoſe ſole Rule of Life is Reaſon, I readily 
acknowledge him to be a-true Expounder of 
the Goſpel: To one delivering ſuch whol- 
ſome Doctrines, and eſtabliſhing Truth by 
the ſtrongeſt Arguments, all Men will attend, 
and yield their Aſſent. * 

2. In the mean time, we muſt remember 
frequently to inculcate ſuch Doctrines as may 
. La to be the moſt uſeful and expedient. 

cerning theſe every Man's Prudence muſt 
direct him: for as the ſame Culture is not 
proper for every Soil, fo the fame Seed is not 
always to be ſown in every Church. We 
fee ſome Men more inclined to ſome -par- 
ticular Vices and Errors than to others ; there 
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is a wide Difference whether our Flocks are 
placed in the Country, or in this populous 
and buſy City; as likewiſe in that Part 
of the Town which is chiefly inhabited by 
Artificers and Traders, or in that Part of it 
where Pleaſure is the principal Perſuit. From 
all of theſe no one Truth ought to be conceal- 
ed ; but then ſome are more proper to be fre- 
quently = <a; according to the Difference 
of the Audience, than others. What was the 
Reaſon, think you, that St. Paul inſiſted fo 


much upon Juſtification by Faith, but Saint 


ames as much upon the fame by Works? 
They both ſaw the Truth clearly alike, but 
they endeavoured to accommodate their Diſ- 
courſes for the Advantages of thoſe to whom 
they were delivered. 

Nor muſt we conſider alone what Doctrines 
are proper to our reſpective Audiences, but 
what appear ſo with Regard to the Times. 
We happen, as God in his infinite Wiſdom 
thought fit, to live in an Age wherein the Chri- 
ſtian Faith is by many eſteemed Superſtition, 
wherein ſome are pleaſed to think that they 
can and ought to form their Lives by the Gui- 
dance of Nature and Reaſon alone. Now how 
are we to act in this Caſe?-In order to bring back 
theſe evil Thinkers, muſt not we ourſelves as 
it were. go beyond the Bounds? Is it not 
neceſſary, in order for the Enttance of Faith 
into the narrow Minds of ſuch Gainſayers, to 
circumſcribe it within * Bounds ? * 
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the Chriſtian Doctrines may not diſpleaſe 


theſe People, ought they not to have a dif- 
ferent Face from their own put upon them? 
Why elſe do I hear ſome explaining the di- 
vine Nature of Chriſt in ſuch a Manner, as 
that the ſame might be almoſt ſaid to be in 
any Angel? Why elſe do I hear others acknow- 
ledging that nothing can be true which is not 
demonſtrable by human Knowledge: That 
Reaſon is ſufficient to inſtruct us in our whole 
Duty: That it is poſſible Hell Torments may 
not be eternal; and that a Man who had been 
a grievous Sinner in Life might appeaſe the 
Wrath of an offended God, without the In- 
terpoſition ef one to make Expiation for 
him ? 5 — 

They are greatly miſtaken, in my Opi- 
nion, who think Infidels are to be reclaimed 
by ſuch Methods. What theſe Men thus-fo 
prodigally give up, is conferred on the Un- 
prateful, who endeavour 'to make their own 
Advantage of it, and look upon all theſe Con- 
ceſſions made them, as gained in War, being 
never the more docile or attentive to thoſe 
Things which are proved by Arguments. 
3. It remains to ſpeak of the third Kind of 
the ſacerdotal Function, and which is by far. 
the moſt difficult of all; for we muſt labour, 
that thoſe who are under qQur Care, be ſo 

eſtabliſhed in Life and Manners, as that 
nothing may appear in them miſbecom- 
ing thoſe who profeſs the Name of Chriſt. 
* To 
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To this End every Goſpel Doctrine has an 
Eye; and all that part of Science which de- 
ſerves to be called the Food f the Mind. 

But, alas l how often do we find all our 
Pains in this part of our Duty fruitleſs? The 
Reaſon of which'is obvious; for as it princi- 
pally depends upon us, that our Flocks ſhould 
be ſufficiently perfected in the ſcientific part 
of Divinity. En depends upon themſelves 
not to offend in their Morals, and the Con- 
duct of their Lives: All Men, as they enjoy 
Free- will, are ſeverally driven on by their own 

Luſts; and there is no Eloquence or Pru- 
dence whatever that can reſtrain, as it were 
with a Bridle, all the Pupils of æ vicious Age. 
The Apoſtle St. Paul, who was inferior to 
no; one in the Art of Perſuaſion, fays, that 
Demas had forſaken him, having loved this 


preſent World. Ananias dared to lie to the 


Holy Ghoſt, in the Preſence © of St. Peter, 
attending the Buſineſs of the Goſpel ; and the- 
celebrated Simon Magus is faid to be en- 
tangled in the Bond of Iniguiiy, after having 
heard the ſame Apoſtle. Is nothing then to be 
expected from us, but that we earneſtly per- 
ſwade all Men in general? I own, every Method 
ought to be tried, and ſhould our Endeavours 
in this Reſpect frequently or generally fail of 
. Succeſs, yet we muſt ſtill conſider it as a Part 
of our Duty. But that it may be brought to 
a happier Iſſue, let us ſee in the third Place, 
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Thirdly, What Way it is neceſſary Chriſ- 
tian Paſtors ſnould walk in, for the Attain- 
ment of that End, namely, by taking beed ta 
themſelves, and to all their Flock. 

This is to be effected by ſeveral Means, eſ- 
pecially Three; for it is not neceſſary to my 
preſent Purpoſe to enumerate all; He then 
will beſt attain this End, who takes care to 
reſide with his Flock, to employ himſelf en- 
tirely in his own Function, and laſtly, to be 
himſelf an Example to them of Sanctity of 
Manners, and Innocency of Life; each of 
which Particulars I ſhall briefly ſpeak to. 

I am not ignorant of what both may be, 
and commonly is faid for Non-Reſidents; for 
inſtance, that there are many Benefices, as 
they are called, which won't even furniſh the 
common Neceflaries of Life to thoſe who hold 
them; that there are many Pariſhes fo thinly 
inhabited, that two in the fame Neighbour- 
hood may, without any Inconveniency, be en- 
truſted to the Care of. one Perſon ; that theſe 
additional Recompenſes were very juſtly propo- 
ſed to us, in order to our making a greater Pro- 
greſs in Learning; that the Laws moreover, and 
the Example of Men, even remarkable for Piety, 
favoured this Practice; and that therefore, from 
the Neceſſity of the Caſe, every Perſon ſhould 
not be branded with a Mark either of Negli- 
gence or Perfidy, on Account of his Non-Re- 
ſidence. Nor am I one of thoſe who don't: 


think ſome Allowance ought to be made in 
hard 


[39] 
hard Caſes; but we muſt take care leſt that 
Excuſe ſhould prevail where the Reaſons 
above-mentioned cannot be urged. For how 
comes it to paſs, or by what Indulgence is it 
permitted, that any one ſhould entirely, or 
for the moſt part abſent himſelf from his 
Pariſh, which both affords him a liberal In- 
come, and 1s well ſtocked with Inhabitants 
at the fame Time? And yet this is what we 
ſometimes meet with, Whence theſe ſine- cure 
Embaſſies, as we may call them, given to 
him, to whom the Care, not only of one, 
but two Benefices is intruſted ? Who is not 
abſent in order to take care of his neceſſary 
Affairs; but either out of Sloth; to conſult 
his own Eaſe, or out of Ambition to frequent 
the Houſes of the Great. | 
In the mean time let this pernicious Set of 
Men confider, that their Abſence is frequent- 
ly the Cauſe of the Income of their Benefices 
being very much diminiſhed, of their unin- 
habited Houſes ſuffering great Dilapidations, 
of their Pariſhioners having no good Exam- 
ples in, nor meeting with any Hoſpitality 
from thoſe to whoſe Support they ſo largely 
contribute ; and, laſtly, that they are guilty 
of the Breach of thoſe Promiſes, (whether 
perfidiouſly or inadvertently, I won't fay) 
which every one of them religiouſly made to 
his reſpective Biſhop upon his being initiated 
into the Prieſthood, I muſt confeſs indeed, 
that if we examine all the Precepts * 
| xoly 


[4] 

holy Apoſtles relating to the Manners of Preſ- 
byters, we ſhall find nothing i in them literally 
ite to this Evil; neither was there any 
Law amongſt the antient Romans againft Par- 
ricides. The ſame Reaſon may be given for 
both, becauſe in thoſe Times of greater Pu- 
rity. there was not even a bare Suſpicion of 
any One's running ſuch Lengths as to merit 

g branded 1 * either of theſe Crimes. 
cy 50 foul and ſhameful Fact! what former 
Ages neither ſaw, nor could ſuſpect, we find in- 
troduced and practiſed amongſt us: I ſay, A 
mong ft us; for the purer Churches abroad are yet 
free from this Blemiſh ; nay, even among the 
Roman Catholicks this Non. reſident Tribe are, 
it is ſaid, very rare: So that if we were to 
conſider them not with regard to what they 
believe, but to the Diligence with which they 
look after their Flocks, we ſhould think that 
they were the Reformed at preſent, and our 
Reformation was ſtill to come. f 
2. But if there be any One who reſides in 
his Pariſh, and does it from a Conſciouſneſs of 
Duty, it is farther neceſſary for him to employ 
himſelf entirely in his ſacred Function, remem- 
bring always that his Life and Manners ought 
to be formed and directed after the Example of 
the Apoſtles and primitive Preſbyters. Such a 
Man therefore, muſt renounce all thoſe Plea- 
ſures which are either diſhoneſt, or may pre- 
vent him from fulfilling the great Work of 
hy! Function. We read that ſome were note, 
y 
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by St. Paul in his Time, who were lovers of 
Pleaſure more than lovers of God. | 
The ſame Thing may be faid of all thoſe, 
who eaſily ſuffer themſelves for the ſake of 
Pleaſure to be taken off from the Diſcharge 
of their holy Offices; for it is very wrong, if 
any imagine that to be all vacant Time, which 
may be pilfered, as it were, from the Omiſ- 
ſion of publick Prayers, or the leſs folemn 
Performance of them, or from a Neglect of 

the other Parts of their Duty. | 
We muſt farther beware of indulging in 
ſuch Pleaſures, as, tho' innocent in themſelves, 
yet are ſuch as an Interpreter of the Divine 
Law cannot, conſiſtent with his Gravity, be 
preſent at. We ſhould none of us be given to 
Hunting, or to Horſe-racing, or to the frequent- 
ing of Play-houſes, or Muſick Meetings; not 
ought we to be often ſeen at Taverns, or in 
any of thoſe Places which are as Temples dedi- 
cated to Pleaſure of any Kind, But if we muſt 
take a lawful Pleaſure ſometimes, two Things 
are ſtrictly to be obſerved therein, one of 
which is, that its only End be to relax the 
Mind from an Intenſeneſs of Thought ; 
the other, that there be a Mean preſerved 
in the Enjoyment of it, and a more ſtrict 
one too than what may be allowed other 
People. But if any will take my Advice, 
let them manage Things ſo in this Caſe, that 
they may not appear to have ſought after or 
| F volunta- 
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voluntarily embraced any Pleaſure, but to have 
rather fallen upon it fortuitouſly and by chance. 
| In the mean time there are ſome 
who, though not allured by any Enticements 
of Pleaſures, yet are very guilty in ſuffering 
themſelves to be called off from their ſacred 
Employment, by engaging in civil Matters, 
There may be ſometimes indeed an Excuſe 
for this; but there is very ſeldom ſuch a one 
made for it, as good Men will allow of. 
As often as I reflect upon the Importance 
of our Duty, as ſet forth in holy Writ ; in 
how folemn a Manner we all promiſe at our 
Ordination, 70 lay aſide all the Study of the 
World, I can by no means approve either of 
thoſe who patiently endure being much 
entangled in foreign Matters, or thoſe who 
voluntarily engage never ſo little in them. 
And I wiſh it were lawful for us in great 
Pariſhes to account every thing foreign to us, 
which had not ſome Agreement with the Sal- 
vation of Souls. f 
Let us attend to St. Paul, when he ſays to 
Timothy, * that no Man that warreth entan- 
gleth himſelf with the Affairs of this Life, 
that he may pleaſe him who hath choſen him 
to be à Soldier. Let us remember likewiſe 
what the twelve Apoſtles thought of the tak- 
ing care of the daily Miniſtration to Widows ; 
1t is not reaſon, ſay they, that we ſhould leave 
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the Word of God to ſerve Tables. Know 
that this is more 8 y faid to Thee, who, 
having a Church committed to thy Cate, 
neglecting thy proper and more excellent Buſi- 
neſs, engageſt in any other Art or Science for 
the Sake of Lucre, or doſt chiefly employ 
thyſelf in ſuch Affairs as may gain the Favour 
of the Powerful and Wealthy. 

We have the ſame Appetites and Paſſions 
with other Men : Theſe ought to be kept in 
Subjection to Reaſon, towards the doing of 
which, thoſe who engage in only divine Mat- 
ters have no ſmall Aſſiſtance; but when we 
launch out of our ſacred and quiet Port, we 
are toſſed in an Ocean of moſt turbulent Tem- 
peſts, Many things neceſſarily occur to us, 
which have the Power of whetting us with 
Anger, torturing us with Envy, or infla ming 
us with Hopes and Deſires. We muſt ſuffer 
many Things which are not quite agreeable to 
our own Opinion, and muſt do many Things 
which are not ſo to the Opinion of others. 
Hence come Offences, Contentions, Hatred, 
and the like; from which he who is moſt 
free is accounted both the wiſeſt and beſt 
Man. Whence it is manifeſt how prudent it 
is to avoid, as much as poſſible, being engag- 
ed in civil Matters, leſt thoſe Perturbations 
be excited in ourſelves, which it is the great 
Buſineſs of our Doctrine to appeaſe in others. 
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All Pleaſures then being renounced, and 
theſe foreign Employs ſet aſide, the Chriſtian 
Prieſt is at Liberty to diſcharge his own Du- 
ty ; a Taſk ſufficiently great, and not to be 
executed without the greateſt Effort of Mind. 
It is His to conſole the Afflicted, to raiſe the 
Depreſſed, to give the Aſſiſtance of his Prayers 
to the Sick, and to prevail on them, when re- 
coyered, to return their Thanks to Heaven for 
the ſame, and to lead a better Life for the 
future: It is His, earneſtly to exhort to the 
Practice of every Virtue, and ſharply to re- 
buke every Vice; to point out the Path of Sal- 
vation to the Erroneous, and to diſplay, as it 
were, the Light of Doctrine to the Dubious 
and Ignorant. | 

Whatever Time remains to him after the 
Diſcharge of theſe many and great Parochial 
Duties, ought to be ſo taken up in the Study 
of Divinity, that the Mind ſhould ſeldom. have 
room to be either unemployed, or to be turn- 
ed upon other Things: For we ought to be 
thoroughly acquainted with all the Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faith ; to comprehend on 
what Foundation each relies, what Con- 
nection it has with others, and by what Argu- 
ments it 1s eſtabliſhed. | 

The Knowledge then of theſe Things, 
which, as the Prophet ſays, The Prieſt's Lips 
ſhould keep, is to be ſought for in the ſacred 
Writings, and at the ſame Time thoſe are not 
to be neglected which were produced in the 

ſucceeding 
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| ſucceeding Age to theſe. But let no one think 
it ſufficient to addict himſelf intirely to the 
reading of the beſt Writers of any modern 
Church (even Tillotſon himſelf not excepted, 
whom I look on as inferior to none but the 
Divine) nor to rely on the Judgment of the 
moſt learned, when he may have every thing 
he wants from the great Original itſelf. 

Not at the Fountain-Head are ſweeter Wa- 
ters drank, not from the Rays of the Sun doth 
a purer Fire emanate, than do the true Prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian Religion flow from the 
Books of Holy Scripture. Theſe then our 

rincipal Care is to be laid out upon; Theſe 
ft us ſtudiouſly read, and let every one know 
that he has made a very great Progreſs in the 
Acquirement of true Wiſdom, who takes Plea- 
ſure in peruſing thoſe divine Writers, But it 
is a Work of great Labour to be thoroughly 
acquainted with them, therefore many fly it, 
and think it ſufficient to inſpect the Writings 
of modern Divines, either for their Imitation, 
or for the fixing of their Opinions. What 1 
here ſay I would have underſtood to be meant 
of Men of Learning, and thoſe who are not 
greatly engaged 1n parochial Duties. To 
others, perhaps, Allowance is to be made, if 
are ignorant of ſome Particulars ; but 
not ſo to thoſe who are ſufficiently learned in 
other Things, and have Time enough upon 
their Hands; who, if they are ignorant of the 


Holy Scriptures, may by being thus unſkilled 
In 
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in their own Art, be compared with ſuch as 
are Strangers in their own Houſe. 
But this is not all. If we would feed the 
Church of God, we muſt farther take Care 
to be Holy ourſelves in Life and Manners. 
There are many Things that occur in the 
Scriptures, concerning the Guardians of the 
Chriſtian Flock, which relate to this part 
of our Duty. It is required that they be Men 
of good Morals, of a meek and quiet Temper, 
adorned with Gravity, and laſtly, that they 
be blameleſs in every Reſpect. Nay, even this 
is not ſufficient to thoſe who bear the ſacred 
Character, it being held neceſſary, that they 
ſhould have good Report of them which are 
without, __ | 
Theſe are St. Paul's Injunctions to Timothy; 
to which he adds, F a Man know not how to 
rule his own Houſe, how ſhall he take Care of 
the Church of God? Which can much leſs be 
expected of him, who cannot rule himſelf, and 
whoſe Morals are the Reverſe of his Doctrines. 
Nor does Reaſon dictate any Thing differ- 
ent from theſe Precepts of the Holy Apoſtles ; 
for what can be more baſe or abſurd than to 
live in one manner, and profeſs that we ought 
to live in another? As if nothing at all was 
to be attributed to that Science which we are 
defirous ſhould be ſo honourably thought of 
and ſpoke of by every one. This is a Conduct 
ſcandalous in a common Perſon, in a Man of 
Learning, flagitious; but in a Divine, what 
et Name 
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Name can it be branded with that is black 
enough ? For it a Man who 1s a Soldier by 
Profeſſion, is found ſlack or timorous in Battle; 
or if one who would be thought a Lawyer, 

ſhould heſitate or appear ignorant in that Sci- 
ence, even when his own Affairs are in Queſtion, 
this is the more ſhameful, becauſe he fails and 
blunders in his own peculiar Art; ſo a Divine 
who offends in his Morals, is ſo much the leſs 
excuſable, as he plainly appears ignorant and 
vnpractiſed in that very Art of Life which he 
pretends to be a Tutor in. 

But leſt any one may think that it is not 
altogether neceſſary theſe Things ſhould be 
ſaid, he may look round a little, and ſee how 
many are ſet over both Country and City Pa- 
riſhes, who are infected in ſome Degree or 
other with the Vices of the Age. I will freely. 
ſpeak what I think, without either Calumny 
or Flattery : I ſay then that there are, amongſt 
us, Thoſe who are led away by the Splendor of 
Honours, who are allur'd by Pleaſures, who 
ſtudy too much the Conveniencies of Life, in 
whoſe Breaſts dwell Wrath, Envy, Diſcord, 
Hatred, and other ſuch like Vices, as ought 
not to be permitted even to approach the 
Door of a heavenly Mind. 

What ſhall I fay of the Appearance of 
Sanctity which ought to be preſerved by us in 
our Words, Actions, Countenance, nay in the 
very Geſtures of our Bodies ? In how ma 
do we in vain look for, in how few do we find 


thoſe 
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thoſe external Indications of a pure and pious 
Breaſt, which are ſo highly commendable in a 
Chriſtian Prieſt! O! how aſhamed am I to 
confeſs (but how much more ſhameful would 
it be to deny it) that there are ſome who take 
our ſacred Order upon them againſt their own 
Inclinations as it were, either compelled there- 
unto by the Authority of their Parents, or in- 
duced to it from a Proſpect of Advantage; and 
that there are others who are greatly ſuſpect- 
ed to have obtained Benefices for themſelves 
by Money, and other ill Practices! It is ſuch 
Men as theſe who are principally concerned in 
bringing bad Morals into the Church; of their 
Number are thoſe who give themſelves up as 
Slaves to Luſt and Pleaſure, who are ſuch a 
Diſgrace to us, that they are never named by 
any one, but in order for ſome remarkable 
Inſtance of Vice being produced in them. 

There was, there was a Time (which I as 
much deſpair of ever ſeeing the Return of, as 
I long for it) when the Manners of a Chriſtian 
Paſtor were the beſt Explanation of his Doc- 
trine ; when it would have appeared as a-Pro- 
digy for one who had undertaken to teach 
the true way of Life, to fail in: it himſelf ; 
when it was criminal even to be ſuſpected of 
a Crime, But thoſe happier Times are paſt: 
Another Age is ſprung up, and other Manners. 
Now, not to mention the Bad, we who are, 
in our own Opinion, good, think it; for the 
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enerality, enough, not to prove the worſt 
— no Matter whether we prove the 
beſt or not. LN 7 
In the mean Time, whilſt grievous Com- 
plaints are made by us of the Number of Intidels 
daily increaſing, we are ſtill calling Heaven and 
Earth to witneſs, that there was never a Time 
when ſtronger Arguments were produced in 
Defence of the Chriſtian Religion, or were 
more clearly propounded. That this is true 
I readily acknowledge; and it is as true that 
many Reaſons may be aſſigned, (of which the 
general Depravity in Manners is not the leaſt) 
why thoſe Principles of Faith don't appear 
ſufficiently demonſtrable to ſome Perſons of 
the preſent Age, which were deemed of old 
to be eſtabliſhed by the ſtrongeſt Reaſons, 
But I think it muſt be confeſſed, that the Root 
of this Evil in great Meaſure ſprings from the 
Manners of the Clergy ; and that the Enemies 
of our Faith are therefore more difficult to be 
brought over. to what we fay ought to be be- 
lieved, becauſe they are too attentive to 
what we practiſe. 

For why? What Argument can have its 
proper Force, when a vicious Prieſt is pleading 
in Defence of the Chriſtian Cauſe ? Neither 
the Holy Goſpels, nor the Epiſtles, nor the 
Hiſtory of the Acts of the Apoſtles, nor pro- 
fane. Hiſtory agreeing therewith, can ſerve for 
a ſufficient Proof, when ſuch a one undertakes 
to patronize the — is an Enemy * 
: the 
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the beſt Cauſe in the World, being fo much 
the leſs believed, as he is eſteemed leſs Holy, If 
you look on him, he appears to be one of our 
Hoſt ; if you look at his Manners, he appears 
to war in the Enemies Army; for he admi- 
niſters Darts to thoſe who bear Arms againſt 
us, and who have hitherto ſhewn themſelves 
invincible, not ſo much from their own 
Strength, as from out Weakneſs ; not fo 
much from their own Reaſonings, as from our 
Vices. 75 | 
Theſe are the Things which I had to ſpeak 

to upon this Occaſion, and which I have done 
more freely perhaps than will be agreeable to 
thoſe whom this Diſcourſe may have ſet a 
Mark upon; but I hope I ſhall be readily par- 
doned by you who are here preſent. 
If there be no one who is more aſhamed 
than myſelf, that theſe, Crimes can be object- 
ed to us, and that we cannot clear ourſelves of 
them ; if, we are to follow that apoſtolical 
Precept which injoins Chriſtian Interpreters to 
be inſtant, and ſtrive by Word both in ſeaſon, 
and out of ſeaſon : If, it is not poſhble 
for any one ever to meet with a more ſeaſon- 
able Time than he hath, who has an Ooppr- 
tunity of ſaying theſe Things in a large As 
ſembly of Men, which it principally concerns 
them to hear ; thoſe Things likewiſe which 
becauſe not fo right in ſome amongſt them, are 

charged as a Crime upon all the reſt of 
them, I muſt intreat and even beg of my 
Hearers, 
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Hearers, to take that in good part, which I 
have faid with a benevolent Intention, a!- 
though with a little more Freedom of Speech 
than uſual; which I confeſs I did the more 
gladly, as there is One preſent, that ought 
to be greatly reverenced by you all, and by 
me to be beloved likewiſe, who hath both 
in his Life and Writings purſued thoſe 
Virtues of the facred Function, of which I 
bave been. ſpeaking, from his very Youth 
up until now; who hath made it manifeſt 
to us, that it is poſſible in the moſt ini- 
quitous Times for a Man to riſe to the higheſt 
Dignity in the Church, who was never in one 
Inſtance wanting to bis Duty, 
Admoniſhed, therefore, by his Example, I 
at length, Right Reverend Fathers, addreſs my 
Diſcourſe to You; nor let me be thought un- 
mindful either of your Dignity or my own 
Humbleneſs, if I ſay that the Remedy for 
theſe many and great Evils is to be ſought for 
from you. Almoſt all Men think this, 
who are not ignorant, at the ſame Time, how 
difficult a Taſk it is to raiſe the languiſhing 
Diſcipline of the Church ; what a Labour to 
reform a long-eſtabliſh'd Cuſtom. They are 
not ignorant how many Criminals would fall 
under your Notice, ſome of whom are Men 
of Weight and Diſtinction in Life, ſome of 
whom would be {kreen'd either by a too crafty 
Interpretation of the Law, or by the ill-judged 
Compaſſion of their Friends, or by the F — 
G 2 0 
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of ſome Men in Power whom they are ſub- 
ſervient to, or by (that Peſt of all Diſcipline) the 
Pretence of ſtudying thoſe Parts which th 

had taken upon them in civil Affairs. 
It is the Buſineſs however of your Prudence 
wiſely to obviate theſe Difficulties, and of 
your Fortitude couragiquſly to overcome 
them. If with one Conſent and one Might 
ye undertake that Work; if in the Execu- 
tion of it ye have no Regard of Perſons; if 
e perſevere firm and conſtant in this Affair; 
if to the Severity of Advice ye join Gentleneſs 
of Diſcourſe, and an Intimation of the Rea- 
ſons of your Conduct; if, laſtly, which is 
the beſt Caution and Proviſion againſt theſe 
Evils, ye diligently take care that no Perſon 
be admitted into any holy Order, whoſe Mo- 
Tals are either known to be bad, or not to be 
manifeſtly good, it is the Opinion of many 
that, with the Aſſiſtance of God, and the 
Favour of all good Men, your accompliſhing 
every Thing of this -Kind, which 1s within 
the * of the Law, is not to be deſpair- 
ed of. a . 
This Religion, This the Nature of your 
Station, This the Church of England, almoſt 
undermined by the Manners of its Clergy, 
certainly demands, that you ſhould try what 
both your Admonitions and Injunctions may 
be able to eſſect; and that if you cannot en- 
tirely remove every thing which is amiſs, yet 
that the Offenders may be made to know that 
they 
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they are ſecure, not from the over Indulgence 
of their Biſhops, but from the too great Li- 
cenſe of a corrupt Age. 209) | 

I exhort and beſeech you then (for to ye, 
my beloved Brethen, I once more addreſs 
myſelf, being about to conclude) to let 
the Things I have been inſiſting on be im- 
printed on your Minds. I think I have fully 
explained who and what fort of Perſons we 
are, what an arduous and facred Work we 
have undertaken, and by what Way and 
Method it is to be accompliſhed, 

If we diligently and entirely apply ourſelves 
to this, we may wiſely glory in the Title of 
Chriſtian Prieſts; but if inflamed with the 
Love of the preſent World, and not adorning 
our excellent State of Life with excellent Man- 
ners, we either give up ourſelves thro Am- 
bition to Honours, or thro' Avarice to Pelf, 
or thro' Love of Eaſe and Indulgence to the 
Pleaſures and Recreations of Body and Mind ; 
worſe Counſel could not have been deviſed by 
the worſt of Men, 

We muſt become infamous to all good Men, 
and the Deriſion of Infidels ; we mult endure 
the bitter Remorſe and Stings of Conſcience, 
and be under an Apprehenſion of even preſent 
Puniſhment, if the ancient Diſcipline of the 
Church ſhould ever recover its former Honour. 
But if none of theſe were to attend us, yet we 
have cauſe to fear God's being mindful of all 
that may enſue from ſuch bad Example. 

Be 
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Be aſſured; that he will enquire on the ſolemn 
Day of J t, with what Diligence we 
inſtructed our Flocks, -and what abundant 
Fruits our Labours produced, 

O happy Thoſe who ſhall then be able 
truly to affirm, that they had held the M 
of the Faith in a pure Conſcience, that they 
had fought a good Fight, that they had faith- 
fully done the Work of an Evangeliſi, and 
— Full Prof of their ſacred Miniftry ! 

Theſe will at laſt hear that moſt joyful 
of all Sentences, Well done, ye good and faith- 
Ful Servants, enter Ye into the Joy. of ow” 

Which may God to grant to us for the 

Sake of his beloved Son, to whom with the 

Father and the Holy Ghoſt be Glory for 

ever and ever. Amen. 
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